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Non-technical Summary 

Introduction 

This document is an addendum to the Environmental Statement (ES) (document ref. MHE/OPA/13) which 

accompanies a planning application submitted on behalf of the Inglis Consortium (the IC) for the redevelopment of 

land at Mill Hill East for residential-led mixed use redevelopment. The ES was prepared in accordance with the Town 

and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (England and Wales) Regulations 1999 and was 

submitted to London Borough of Barnet (the Local Planning Authority) in October 2009. 

Following submission of the planning application, it has been necessary to review the planning application proposals 

and make a number of minor modifications to the proposed development. These amendments have given rise to the 

need to re-assess the predicted effects of the proposed development and update the October 2009 ES.  

Summary of Amendments to Proposed Development 

The amendments to the proposed development are summarised as follows: 

• A revised energy strategy (technologies and infrastructure for the generation and distribution of heat and power 

on-site) (as set out in the Revised Environmental Sustainability and Energy Strategy (document ref. 

MHE/OPA/9.1)). The changes involve: 

- A revised fuel-source for the CHP plant (gas/biomass dual-fuel replaced with gas only); 

- Revisions to the extent of the proposed CHP district network; and 

- Increased use of photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps. 

• Changes to the housing tenure mix (as set out in the Revised Housing Strategy (document ref. MHE/OPA/7.1), 

involving a reduction in the minimum amount of affordable tenure homes. 

• A revised transport strategy (as set out in the Revised Transport Strategy and Assessment (document ref. 

MHE/OPA/4.1 and revised Parameter Plan 1 – Access and Movement). The changes involve alterations to 

proposed bus routes and bus stops within the site.  

• A revised delivery strategy (as set out in the Revised Phasing and delivery Strategy (document ref. 

MHE/OPA/10.1). The changes involve amendments to the approach for bringing forward development. 

• Minor amendments to the Public Realm and Open Space Strategy (as set out in the Revised Public Realm and 

Open Space Strategy (document ref. MHE/OPA/5.1). The changes comprise alterations to the functionality of 

the proposed panorama park. 

• A correction to the number of net additional dwellings (but no change to the total number of dwellings proposed). 

• Alterations to proposed ground levels (as set out on revised Parameter Plan 6 – Levels Strategy). 

 

Predicted Environmental Effects and Mitigation Measures 

The amendments to the planning application proposals have given rise to minor changes to the predicted effects set 

out in the October 2009 ES. However theses changes have been assessed to be not significant and therefore the 

conclusions of the October 2009 ES remain unchanged.  
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1. Introduction 

Purpose 

1.1 This document is an addendum to the Environmental Statement (ES) (document ref. MHE/OPA/13) 

which accompanies a planning application submitted on behalf of the Inglis Consortium (the IC) for the 

redevelopment of land at Mill Hill East for residential-led mixed use redevelopment. The ES was 

prepared in accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

(England and Wales) Regulations 1999 and was submitted to London Borough of Barnet (the Local 

Planning Authority) in October 2009. 

1.2 Following submission of the planning application, it has been necessary to review the planning 

application proposals and make a number of minor modifications to the proposed development. These 

amendments have given rise to minor changes to the assessed predicted effects of the proposed 

development, which has resulted in the need to revise the October 2009 ES. This addendum sets out 

these revisions.   

Summary of Amendments to Proposed Development 

1.3 The amendments to the proposed development are summarised as follows: 

• A revised energy strategy (technologies and infrastructure for the generation and distribution of 

heat and power on-site) (as set out in the Revised Environmental Sustainability and Energy 

Strategy (document ref. MHE/OPA/9.1)). The changes involve: 

- A revised fuel-source for the CHP plant (gas/biomass dual-fuel replaced with gas only); 

- Revisions to the extent of the proposed CHP district network; and 

- Increased use of photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps. 

• Changes to the housing tenure mix (as set out in the Revised Housing Strategy (document ref. 

MHE/OPA/7.1), involving a reduction in the minimum amount of affordable tenure homes. 

• A revised transport strategy (as set out in the Revised Transport Strategy and Assessment 

(document ref. MHE/OPA/4.1 and revised Parameter Plan 1 – Access and Movement). The 

changes involve alterations to proposed bus routes and bus stops within the site.  

• A revised delivery strategy (as set out in the Revised Phasing and delivery Strategy (document ref. 

MHE/OPA/10.1). The changes involve amendments to the approach for bringing forward 

development. 

• Minor amendments to the Public Realm and Open Space Strategy (as set out in the Revised Public 

Realm and Open Space Strategy (document ref. MHE/OPA/5.1). The changes comprise alterations 

to the functionality of the proposed panorama park. 

• A correction to the number of net additional dwellings (but no change to the total number of 

dwellings proposed). 

• Alterations to proposed ground levels (as set out on revised Parameter Plan 6 – Levels Strategy).  
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1.4 The above amendments are accounted for in an updated description of development (Chapter 3 of this 

addendum).  

Scope of the Addendum 

1.5 The environmental impact assessment methodology is described in the July 2008 ES, and the scope of 

this addendum is consistent with that of the original ES.  

Structure of the Addendum 

1.6 This document is structured in a manner consistent with the ES dated October 2009, and provides an 

addendum for each chapter.  
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2. Methodology 

2.1 The environmental impact assessment methodology adopted in this addendum is consistent with that 

set out in the ES (dated October 2009).  
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3. Description of Site and Proposed Development 

3.1 This section replaces Chapter 3 of the ES dated October 2009. It comprises an update to the original 

October 2009 chapter. 

3.2 This section provides a description of the site, its surroundings and a detailed description of the 

proposed development, as required by the EIA regulations. An overview is also provided of the 

alternative forms of development considered and the reasons for the choices made.  

The Site 

3.3 The site comprises approximately 33.6ha (83.0 acres) and is located in the suburban area of Mill Hill, 

within the administrative area of the London Borough of Barnet (refer to Figures 3.1 and 3.2). 

3.4 The site boundaries adjoin Frith Lane to the east, Partingdale Lane to the north and Bittacy Hill (B552) to 

the west.  Mill Hill East Underground station (Northern Line) lies immediately to the south and Junction 2 

of the M1 is approximately 2.2km (1.3 miles) to the south west. Central London is approximately 16km 

(10 miles) to the south and is accessible via the M1/A1/A41 and London Underground’s Northern Line 

rail services.  

3.5 The site is made up of land owned by VSM Estates, London Borough of Barnet (LBB) and Annington 

Property Ltd which is split into a series of separate landholdings, as considered below:  

Inglis Barracks 

3.6 This landholding covers the majority of the Mill Hill East site, and totals circa 20.5ha (50.6 acres). Until 

recently, the principal role of the Inglis Barracks site has been as the headquarters of the British Forces 

Post Office (BFPO) and the Defence Courier Service (DCS). These activities have now been relocated 

to RAF Northolt and the site has closed. VSM Estates now hold a long-term leasehold interest in the site 

and is using the site for business and storage/distribution purposes on a temporary basis prior to 

redevelopment.  

3.7 The Inglis Barracks site is made up of 3 distinct parts, as outlined below: 

• Barracks – Occupies the northern part of the site and is enclosed by a security perimeter fence.  

The built estate is made up of four accommodation blocks, the Officers Mess (and annex), 

numerous office/technical buildings, a medical centre, gymnasium, and chapel, which are 

interspersed with areas of open space, car parking and a formal parade ground.  Development of 

the site has largely occurred in an unplanned piecemeal fashion, most notably in the periods 1900-

1905, the 1960’s and the 1980’s.  This is reflected in the quality and style of the buildings which 

range from utilitarian poorly maintained post war blocks to higher quality original military buildings 

(the Officers Mess), and a highly regarded war memorial.   
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• Open Space – An area of open space extends southwards from the main barracks area which is 

mainly made up of amenity grassland, a sports pitch, trees, and an area of woodland; and 

• British Forces Post Office (BFPO) – located in the far east of the barracks site.  The principal 

building is a former tank maintenance shed built in the 1930’s, considered to be in poor condition.   

3.8 The site is currently accessed from a T junction between Bittacy Hill (B552) and Bray Road and via a 

priority T junction on Frith Lane for the BFPO.  

3.9 The key dates which track the historical development of Inglis Barracks, are summarised in Table 3.1 

below. 

Table 3.1 Historical Development of Inglis Barracks  

Date Stage of Development / Event 

1905 
Original facility built to house the Middlesex Regiment – Comprised 3 long barrack blocks, 
parade ground, and Officers Mess.  

Circa 1918 War memorial added for the Middlesex Regiment following WW1. 

1930 Construction of tank maintenance shed (now BFPO building). 

1940’s Barracks enlarged during WWII with the establishment of a hutted camp. 

1968-70 Further expansion of barracks. 

1985 Construction of Physical and Recreational Training Centre. 

2007 Relocation of operations to RAF Northolt and closure of site 

London Borough of Barnet Depot Site 

3.10 This Depot site extends to circa 4.0ha (9.9 acres) and lies to the far south of the application site.  Its 

principal role is for LBB waste vehicle and equipment storage, parking, maintenance and repair, as well 

as a recycling facility. The site comprises a large warehouse surrounded by areas of hardstanding.  

Vehicular and pedestrian access is gained from Bittacy Hill and Frith Lane.  LBB intend to relocate the 

existing use and have accordingly declared the site surplus to requirements.  

The Scout Camp  

3.11 A small camp site owned by London Borough of Barnet and used by cubs/scouts lies to the far south 

east of the Mill Hill East site (extending to approximately 0.7ha (1.7 acres)). Built development comprises 

3 single storey ‘huts’ which are interspersed with outdoor amenity space used for outdoor activities and 

camping.  

Annington Property Ltd  

3.12 Annington Property own four separate plots of land within the Mill Hill East site which extend to 

approximately 8.4ha (20.7 acres), as follows: 

• East Site – This site benefits from the provisions of an extant planning consent which permits the 

development of 123 98 dwellings (forms part of a wider consented scheme for a total of 360 
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dwellings which extends beyond the boundary of the MHE planning application site and is being 

partly implemented). This area is being re-planned as part of the MHE planning application; 

• Central Site – This site comprises a narrow tranche of land which runs in between the Inglis 

Barracks site and the Annington East Site. This site currently accommodates a number of existing 

dwellings (comprising 2-storey houses and 4-storey blocks of flats); 

• South West Site – This site comprises circa 1.5ha and lies to the south west of the Mill Hill East 

site, adjacent to the Depot site (fronting Bittacy Hill). The site currently accommodates a number of 

existing dwellings (houses and flats) earmarked for demolition; and 

• North West Site – This small parcel of land lies immediately to the south of IBSA House and 

accommodates a small number of dwellings (houses) identified for demolition. 

Surrounding Development 

3.13 The northern boundary of the site acts as an interface between suburban North London and rural 

Hertfordshire.  The area to the north is designated as Metropolitan Green Belt, and includes Mill Hill 

Substation Pastures, the Darlands Lake Centre, and a large electricity sub-station.  The limited amount 

of development that can be found to the north of the site is characterised by large detached suburban 

style residential dwellings and small cottages.  

3.14 To the eastern boundary of the site, lies Finchley Golf Course.  The high quality suburban residential 

area of North Finchley is found further to the east. 

3.15 Mill Hill East underground station lies to the south of the site and is the terminus of a branch of the 

Northern Line which provides direct access to Central London.  The former Mill Hill Gas Works site is 

found to the south of the (surface level) London Underground line, which has recently been developed 

for a mix of uses including 466 dwellings (comprising houses and flats at 2-6 storeys), a supermarket, a 

health and fitness centre and healthcare facilities.  High quality 1930’s suburban 2-3 storey residential 

development is the dominant land use to the south of this. 

3.16 A residential estate (comprising 3-4 storey blocks of flats) owned by Notting Hill Housing Group lies 

adjacent to the western boundary of the site, beyond which the dominant land use is suburban style 

housing (a mix of houses and flats of 1 to 4 storeys). A large linear Conservation Area extends north 

westwards from the site towards Mill Hill village. 

Planning History  

3.17 Development of the Inglis Barracks site has largely taken place with the benefit of Crown Immunity. On 

30
th
 August 2002 LBB granted outline planning permission for the redevelopment of a site comprising 

the ‘Annington East’ land plus adjacent land extending to the north for residential development (App ref: 

W01708X/99) (this consent effects the Annington East site referred to above plus an area outside the 

boundary of the site considered in this report). On 21
st
 December 2006, the reserved matters application 

for the siting, design, external appearance and landscaping was granted planning permission at appeal 

(W01708AB/04). This development is currently under construction.   
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The Proposed Development  

3.18 The proposed development comprises the comprehensive redevelopment of the site for residential-led 

mixed use development, involving the demolition of all existing buildings (excluding the Officers Mess 

building) and ground re-profiling works, to provide 2,174 dwellings, a primary school, GP surgery, 

1,100sqm of 'High Street' (A1/2/3/4/5) uses, 3,470sqm of employment (B1) uses, a district energy 

centre, and associated open space, means of access, car parking, and associated infrastructure.  

Amount and Uses 

3.19 The amount of development and proposed uses are set out in Table 3.2, below 
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Table 3.2 Development Schedule  

Use  New Buildings Conversion of 
Existing Officers 
Mess Building 

Total 

One Bed Units 638 3 641 

Two Bed units 959 7 966 

Three Bed Units 290 0 290 

Four Bed Units 239 0 239 

Five Bed Units 38 0 38 

Residential (use 
Class C3) – a mix of 
tenures and types 

Total Units 2,164 10 2,174 

High Street Uses 
(Use Classes 
A1/2/3/4/5 plus 
ancillary) 

Total Floorspace 
(GIA) 

1,100sqm 

(11,840sqft) 

- 1,100sqm 

(11,840sqft) 

Primary School 
(Use Class D1) 

Total Floorspace 
(GIA) 

3,430sqm 

(36,910sqft) 

- 3,430sqm 

(36,910sqft) 

Employment 
(Offices and Light 
Industry) (Use Class 
B1) 

Total Floorspace 
(GIA) 

3,470sqm 

(37,351sqft) 

- 3,470sqm 

(37,351sqft) 

GP Surgery (Use 
Class D1) 

Total Floorspace 
(GIA) 

- 530sqm 

(5,700qsft) 

530sqm 

(5,700sqft) 

Energy Centre (Use 
Class Sui Generis) 

Total Floorspace 
(GIA) 

630sqm 

(6,781sqft) 

- 630sqm 

(6,781sqft) 

Associated Car 
Parking Spaces 

2,544 

Associated Cycle 
Parking Spaces 

2,254 

Associated 
Infrastructure 

Vehicle, Pedestrian and Cycle Routes 

Sustainable Urban Drainage System 

A gas/biomass combined heat and power station and associated district heating network 
(serving the southern part of the site) 

A gas fuelled combined heat and power station and associated district heating network 
(serving the southern part of the site) 

Utilities (electricity, gas, potable water, telecommunications, drainage) 

Associated Open 
Space 

5.95ha 

Comprising parks, public square, school/community sports pitches, and retained woodland. 

 

Development Parameters 

3.20 Development parameters are set by the following Parameter Plans: 

• Parameter Plan 1: Access and Movement  

Establishes the locations of primary and secondary access points to the site for vehicles, cyclists 

and pedestrians; internal circulation arrangements for vehicles, cycles and pedestrians including 

street hierarchy and bus routes; and defines locations for bus stops.   
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• Parameter Plan 2: Landscape  

Establishes the location, type and extent of open spaces and areas of structural landscaping; 

arrangements for street tree planting; removal and retention of existing trees; and the indicative 

locations of key SUDS infrastructure. 

• Parameter Plan 3: Land use  

Establishes parameters for the distribution of land uses across the site. 

• Parameter Plan 4: Scale  

Defines the maximum of extent of building zones and sets the maximum and minimum parameters 

for the height, width and length of buildings for each plot.  

• Parameter Plan 5: Character Areas  

Defines the extent of each character area.  

• Parameter Plan 6: Ground Levels 

Identifies existing ground levels and sets parameters for future ground levels within the site.  

3.21 Revised Parameter Plan 1 (Access and Movement) and Plan 6 (Ground Levels) are enclosed in this 

addendum and replace those included in the original October 2009 ES. 

Strategic Development Framework 

3.22 The ES considers the provisions of a suite of documents that comprise a ‘Strategic Development 

Framework’, which forms part of the planning application package of documents for approval. The 

Framework establishes a raft of commitments and development principles that will act as a detailed 

framework for the preparation of reserved matters applications going forward, as follows: 

• Design Principles Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/3) and addendum (ref. MHE/OPA/3.1); 

• Transport Assessment/Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/4); 

• Revised Transport Assessment/Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/4.1); 

• Public Realm and Open Space Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/5)  

• Revised Public Realm and Open Space Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/5.1); 

• Technical/Infrastructure Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/6); 

• Housing Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/7); 

• Revised Housing Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/7.1); 

• Community Facilities/Social Infrastructure Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/8); 

• Revised Community Facilities/Social Infrastructure Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/8.1); 

• Environmental Sustainability and Energy Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/9);  

• Revised Environmental Sustainability and Energy Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/9.1); 

and 

• Phasing and Delivery Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/10); 

• Revised Phasing and Delivery Strategy (document reference MHE/OPA/10.1). 
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Demolition Works 

3.23 All existing buildings with the exception of the Officers Mess building (identified on Parameter Plan 4) will 

be demolished. 

Phasing 

3.24 An indicative phasing plan is contained at Appendix 3.1.  

Design Approach 

3.25 The vision for the site is to create a high quality, sustainable community which incorporates a mix of 

homes, employment spaces, community facilities/services and open spaces. The proposed development 

seeks to create a distinct identity for the site which responds to the physical challenges of the site 

(notably topography) and enhances the adjoining Green Belt and established suburban context. Key 

design principles that underpin the masterplan, are as follows: 

• Incorporation of a primary link road running east-west across the site; 

• Integration of the development with the surrounding suburban context; 

• Sensitive treatment of the interface of the development and land designated as Green Belt; 

• Encouragement of sustainable transport choices by providing safe, attractive and convenient 

pedestrian/cycle routes; 

• Provision of a range of housing types; 

• Retention of existing important landscape and natural features; 

• Provision of a network of open spaces for formal and informal outdoor recreation; 

• Energy efficiency maximised through layout and orientation; 

• Opportunities to provide passive surveillance optimised; 

• Ensure a clear distinction between public and private spaces; and 

• Avoid dominance of the car. 

3.26 The design/masterplan approach is based on a series of character areas (refer to Parameter Plan 5 –  

Character Areas), as follows: 

• Green Belt Edge – This character area covers around 4.5ha (11.1 acres) of land along the northern 

and eastern edges of the site. Proposed development is intended to be suburban in character and 

comprises residential uses only (mainly houses) with building heights of 2 to 3 storeys and average 

densities of around 40 dwellings per hectare, interspersed with small areas of open space;  

• Central Slopes – This character area covers approximately 15.2ha (37.6 acres) of land in the 

central area of the site. Proposed development is intended to be suburban in character and 

comprises residential uses only (a mix of flats and houses) at an average density of around 66 

dwellings per hectare and building heights of 3 to 4 storeys, plus the provision of 3 substantial areas 

of public open space (comprising public gardens and children’s playspace) as well as the Officers 

Mess building which is to be retained and converted for residential/institutional uses; 
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• Southern Hub/Public Square/Community Use/Employment Zone – these areas cover the 

remainder of the site to the south. Proposed development is more urban in character and comprises 

residential development consisting of mainly flats (with some houses) at building heights of 3 to 6 

storeys and an average density of around 144 dwellings per hectare. This area contains 2 areas of 

formal open amenity space including a public square. This area will act as the 

commercial/community hub for the development and includes a primary school (including nursery, 

multi-purpose community space, and community sports pitches), retail, offices, and the retained 

Scout Camp. An employment area (which extends Bittacy Business Park) complements this area in 

the far south east of the site which will include the district energy centre.  

Alternative Schemes Considered 

3.27 The following alternative development principles were considered in the preparation of the application 

scheme: 

• Redevelopment on a Site-by-Site Basis – consideration was given to redeveloping each of the 

separate landholdings separately, however this option was discounted in favour of a comprehensive 

approach to redeveloping the whole Mill Hill East area in order to fully realise the sustainable 

development opportunity at the site.  

• Retention and Reuse of Existing Military/Depot Buildings – the existing military/depot buildings 

(with the exception of the Officers Mess building) are coming to the end of their economic life, do 

not lend themselves to modern operational needs and are not considered to be of any architectural 

or historic interest. Furthermore, the retention of these existing buildings would prevent the 

comprehensive redevelopment of the site for a more sustainable form of development; therefore the 

option of retaining these buildings was discounted.  

• Retention and Reuse of Existing Housing – the existing housing is generally in a poor state of 

repair, is coming to the end of its economic life and is of no architectural/historic value. Its retention 

would prevent the comprehensive redevelopment of the site for a more sustainable form of 

development, therefore the option of retaining these buildings was discounted.  

• Higher Density Development – consideration was given to higher densities (including building 

heights of up to 12 storeys) in the southern, most accessible, part of the site. This option was 

discounted over concerns that this scale of development would adversely impact on the suburban 

character of the surrounding area.  

• Other Landuses – consideration was given to the inclusion of other landuses including a hotel, 

place of worship, large scale retail, and large scale office uses. These options were discounted on 

commercial viability grounds and having regard to planning policy requirements relating to ‘town 

centre’ uses.  

Alternative Sites 

3.28 Not applicable. 
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4. Summary of Potential Environmental Issues 

4.1 Chapter 4 of the ES dated October 2009 is not altered by this addendum. 
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5. Assessment of Policies of Relevance to the Project 

5.1 Chapter 5 of the ES dated October 2009 is not altered by this addendum. 
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6. Socio-economic 

6.1 This section replaces Chapter 6 of the ES dated October 2009. It comprises an update to the original 

October 2009 chapter. 

  Potential Environmental Effects 

 ��  Changes to population structure and demographic profile 

 ��  Changes in the provision of local employment and economic performance 

 ��  Changes in the provision of/access to housing 

 ��  Changes in the provision of/access to business premises 

 ��  Changes in the provision of/access to social infrastructure 

 ��  Changes in the provision of/access to leisure and recreation facilities 

 ��  Changes in the provision of/access to shops and services  

 

Introduction  

6.2 This section of the ES establishes the baseline socio-economic position and sets out an assessment of 

the likely socio-economic effects of the proposed development on people and the local economy.  

Legislation / Policy 

6.3 A review of the planning policies affecting the site is provided in Section 5 of this ES. A schedule of 

further policy documents of relevance to the assessment of socio-economic effects (as considered in 

this section) is set out below: 

• Sustainable Communities: Building for the Future (2003) 

This document promotes the creation of sustainable communities, by providing new homes in the 

right place at the right time. It recognises the role of the planning system in providing new homes and 

buildings, and investment and jobs in a way that is consistent with the principles of sustainable 

development.   

• Sustaining Success: Delivering London’s Economy – Economic Development Strategy (2005) 

The strategy sets out a plan for the sustainable, equitable and healthy growth and development of 

London’s economy to 2016. It recognises that North London has had mixed economic success 

recently, with strong job growth in Barnet.  

• London Borough of Barnet: The Three Strands Approach (2004) 

This report sets out Barnet’s approach to regeneration and development within the borough (based 

upon key themes of protection, enhancement and growth), and includes details of developments that 

are planned and progressing within the area. The report makes specific reference to the proposed for 

redevelopment at Mill Hill East.  
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• North London Development and Investment Framework (2007) 

The purpose of the Development and Investment Framework is to paint a clear picture of the scale, 

location and nature of growth in North London and to align a range of partners to the opportunity 

offered. The framework designates Mill Hill East as a “key growth location”.  

Methodology  

6.4 This section of the ES establishes the baseline socio-economic position and considers changes to the 

baseline position as a consequence of the proposed development. These changes are assessed and 

the significance of the changes evaluated having regard to the sensitivity of the receptor and the 

magnitude of the effect. Mitigation measures are proposed where appropriate.  

Establishing the Baseline  

6.5 For the purpose of the study the catchment area has been defined as Mill Hill ward. For comparative 

purposes the socio-economic baseline position is set within the context of ward level data (Mill Hill), 

borough level data (LBB), regional level data (London) and national data (England and Wales).   

Assessment of Potential Effects  

Receptors  

6.6 The socio-economic resource/receptors that could potentially be affected by the proposed development 

as assessed in the ES, are as follows: 

• Population structure and demographic profile; 

• Employment and economic performance; 

• Housing; and  

• Services and facilities.  

6.7 The importance/sensitivity of receptors has been assessed subjectively, having regard to the importance 

of their role in human and economic wellbeing and their capacity to accommodate change. 

Assessing Magnitude  

6.8 The magnitude of socio-economic effects is rated as being major, moderate, or minor and is assessed 

quantitatively and qualitatively (as appropriate) having regard to the following criteria: 

• Scale/value/importance; 

• Direct/indirect; 

• Permanent/temporary (long term/short term); and  

• Reversibility.  
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Assessing Significance   

6.9 The significance of the potential effect is established by combining the assessed sensitivity of the 

receptor with the assessed magnitude of the effect, as set out in Table 6.1 below: 

Table 6.1 Assessment of Significance  

Magnitude   Sensitivity 

Major Moderate Minor 

High Major Moderate Minor 

Medium Moderate Moderate Minor 

Low Minor Minor Negligible 

 

Information Sources  

6.11 The completion of this section of the ES has largely been a desk-based exercise, having regard to a 

wide range of information sources, including those listed below:  

• Office for National Statistics (ONS) – 2001 Census of Population;  

• The Annual Health Check 2006 / 2007 (Healthcare Commission);  

• FOCUS Website (2009); 

• Home Office Website (2009); 

• Barnet PCT Website (2009);  

• Land Registry (2009); 

• Upmystreet.com website (2008);  

• London Borough of Barnet Annual Monitoring Report (2007-9); and  

• London Borough of Barnet website (2009).  

Consultations  

6.12 London Borough of Barnet (LBB) Council were formally consulted through the submission of an EIA 

Scoping Report in November 2008 (updated in April 2009). A formal opinion was provided in May 2009.  

Existing Baseline Conditions   

Population/Demographic Profile  

Resident Population 

6.13 Barnet currently has the second largest population of the 33 London boroughs which is expected to 

increase due to incremental growth forecasts and from large scale regeneration. Revised Office for 

National Statistics population projections suggest the population will reach 367,400 by 2021, however 
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these figures do not take into account housing growth, therefore a population figure of 373,200 (by 2021) 

is considered more realistic (LBB Annual Monitoring Report, 2007).   

6.14 Mid-2007 resident population estimates were 17,649 in Mill Hill ward (an increase of 14.8% since 2001) 

and 329,700 in Barnet (an increase of 4.8% since 2001) (Office for National Statistics (ONS), 2007). The 

mid-2007 population estimates suggest a population of density of 18.8 persons per hectare in Mill Hill 

ward (note that a large proportion of the ward comprises open countryside) and an average 38.0 

persons per hectare across the Borough as a whole.  

6.15 The existing site population (in 2009) is estimated to be 344 persons (based on the Borough average flat 

household size of 1.74 and average house household size of 2.76 (source: ONS, 2001). No further 

socio-economic data relating to on-site residents is available.  

Age Structure  

6.16 Table 6.2 below demonstrates the population age structure of Mill Hill in comparison to LBB, London, 

and England and Wales (using mid-2007 population estimates, source: ONS, 2007). This data indicates 

that Mill Hill ward has a higher proportion of children (aged 0-15) and 30-44 year olds than the Borough-

wide profile, and conversely has a lower proportion of young adults and retired persons than average 

trends. The 2007 working age population in Mill Hill is 10,981 persons (62.2% of the total ward 

population) compared to a Borough-wide average rate of 63.3% and London figure of 66.9%.  

Table 6.2 Age Structure  

Age Group Mill Hill  Barnet  London  
England and 
Wales  

0-15 22.3% 20.4% 19.3% 18.9% 

16-29 16.2% 18.7% 21.6% 18.6% 

30-44 24.9% 24.5% 26.7% 21.7% 

45-64 (males)/45-
59 (females) 

21.1% 
20.1% 18.6% 21.9% 

65+ 15.5% 16.3% 13.8% 18.9% 

Total Resident 
Population 

17,649 
329,700 7,556,900 51,092,000 

Source - Office for National Statistics, mid-2007 population estimates 

Ethnicity  

6.17 Census (2001) (ONS) data indicates that the resident population of Barnet comprises a high proportion 

(26%) of ethnic groups other than white (classed as ‘White, White Irish, White Other’) (23% in Mill Hill 

ward). The most common non-white ethnic group are Indian people (9% of the Borough’s resident 

population and 7% of the Mill Hill ward resident population).  




